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DISCLAIMER
 The information provided by speakers in any 

presentation made as part of the 2016 NAF Annual 
Ataxia Conference is for informational use only.

 NAF encourages all attendees to consult with their 
primary care provider, neurologist, or other health 
care provider about any advice, exercise,  
therapies, medication, treatment, nutritional 
supplement, or regimen that may have been 
mentioned as part of any presentation.

 Products or services mentioned during these 
presentations does not imply endorsement by NAF. 



PRESENTER DISCLOSURES

No relationships to disclose or list



3RD AIM - 2010



4TH AIM - 2012



5TH AIM - 2014



6TH AIM - 2016



AIM HISTORY

Number of attendees



170 attendees from 12 countries on 4 continents



AIM HISTORY

Number of sponsors (other than NAF)



INDUSTRY REPRESENTATION: 13 

7 sponsors 

6 registrants



AIM 2016 – GOALS
FROM BASIC SCIENCE TO CLINICAL THERAPEUTICS 

1. Identify common disease mechanisms

2. Explore therapeutic strategies at the clinical and 
basic science levels

3. Help establish future leaders of ataxia research by 
facilitating the involvement of young investigators

4. Bring trainees into contact with ataxia patients and 
their families



GOAL 1: DISEASE MECHANISMS

Theme 1: Cerebellar Circuitry

Theme 2: The Biological basis of Cerebellar 
Degeneration

Theme 3: Genomic/Genetics Approaches to 
Cerebellar Function and Ataxia



GOAL 2: THERAPEUTIC STRATEGIES

Theme 4: Translational Research

Theme 5: Drug Development &
Clinical Trials

17/30 talks about therapy concepts!



HIGHLIGHT OF AIM & SATELLITE MEETINGS:
Clinical trial readiness

Mechanistic understanding

Natural history

Outcome measures

Tools to select participants



GOAL 3: ESTABLISH FUTURE LEADERS OF 
ATAXIA RESEARCH

 18/30 lecturers junior investigator
 69 posters presented

Megan Keiser, CHOP
Jill Friedrich, UMN



 12 “hot chairs”

GOAL 3: ESTABLISH FUTURE LEADERS OF 
ATAXIA RESEARCH

Vincenzo Gennarino, Baylor College



GOAL 4: BRING TRAINEES INTO CONTACT 
WITH PATIENTS 

 Thursday dinner speakers patients & families 

 Poster session for patients & families





SCALES OF BRAIN

http://blog.visual.ly/visualizing-the-scale-of-the-human-brain/



WHAT REALLY HAPPENS

We learn to 
speak each 
other’s 
language



WHAT REALLY HAPPENS
We shape each other’s research

to raise a scientist…



HOW YOU CAN HELP
• Coordination of Rare Diseases at Sanford (CoRDS) 

registry
• ClinicalTrials.gov
• NAF website: 
http://www.ataxia.org/about/how-you-can-help.aspx



FUTURE: 7TH AIM

April 2-5, 2018
Philadelphia, PA



6TH AIM STEERING COMMITTEE

Chair - David Lynch, MD, PhD 

Al La Spada, MD, PhD Harry Orr, PhDAlexandra Durr, MD Henry Paulson, MD, PhD

Co-chair – Gulin Oz, PhD



NAF STAFF & VOLUNTEERS

Mike Parent

David Garcia, photography

Sue Hagen



THANK YOU

FOR SUPPORTING RESEARCH
&

INSPIRING US!
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